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Wildea Sijkes by Brifsh Power Workers

Darken

LONDON (AP) — Buse$
1 ough darkened
‘Trafalgar Square i
went out in much of Britain

riday in a wildcat go-Slow

strike by power workers.

E icity was shut off
miilions of hom -
lces,on a chaotic day of ro-

-tated power cuts — often

+ without warning.
Rush-hour commuters

heading for their trains at

London’s Charing Cross Sta- -

tion formed long chains be-,
" hind those wise enough to
bring flashlights to negotiate
their way.
At least one death was

" linked ‘to the disruption as

- guts hit d|%§§ent éarls EE
e

hours at a time,

An 80-year-old woman,
Mrs. ' Doris Yates, was
‘burned to death as she tried
to keep warm during a
iblackout bv usine a portable
gas heater which exploded,
Jfire officials and neighbors
.said. She had-borrowed the
heater when her electric
“heat was shut off.

Elsewhere, Bri

Britopsate
cold mfjals by candlelight,
hospitals postponed non-es:

sential operations, and roads
Were snarled bv E% 5222%5
Health authorities made :

special arrangements for
kidney patients to use gener-
ator power for their dialysis
units.

British soccer teams res-

icheduled their Saturday

-matches for earlier daylight
hours to avoid flooidlight
es. 1, 0FE
defiance of instructions
thgir own unions and
fromthe govern-
ders of the unoffi-

cial strike said _thev were -
ready to “flatten the coun- |
v byshutting downall .
%&Er stations 1? manage-
ment carried out a threat to

stop their pay.

, The strikers appeared
more conciliatory at an
evening news conference,
when one leader said he
hoped “a solution could be

‘found soon. We are lookihg
for a. mediator to try to re-
solve our grievance.” :

The government’s Nation-
al Advisory, Conciliation and
Arbitration Service $aid it
would not intervene and told
i the strikers they had to use
-normal union channels. This
-route appeared blocked.be-
.cause the unions have con-
fdemned the wildcat slow-
cdowns.

The strikers from four
different unions — engineer-
ing workers, electricians,
transport, and municipal —
.areseeking travel allow-
ances, higher shift pay and

concessionary prices for
their own home electricity.-
Their go-slow action began
;g %ue on Wedjr}esday andg by
riday was affecting 80 of
the country’s 137 power sta-
10ns. The strikers are most-
y maintenance men and
coal-shavellers, and the
majority of the nation's 90,
000 power workers were not
involved, according ta. the
Central Electricity Generat-
ing Board which runs the
country's state-owned elec-
tricity network.
The ‘power cuts were or-
dered by the Electricity
Board because of a backlog

power plants, officials said.-

wise. passenger
, service,kept mosttrains
: rolling by drawing power
. from areas-not affected b

cuts. But local outages af-:

fected signalling equipment
. and many' commbuters suf-
" fered long delays. Train dis-
. patchers called train depar-

. tures through ‘bullhorns at.

~ Charing Cross station, just
¢ off Trafalgar Square.
London subway trains ran
normally on their own power
generators, London Trans-
portsaid. 2

of maintenance work-at

British Rail, the. nation-
train:

Much of Nation

Vo 1477

British Firqf_ightg fﬁStfrikéh 'Ne ai'_in_g:

LONDON (UPI) — British firefight-

ers Saturday spent their final hours
before striking by rescuing_flood vic-,
i lo t and the govern-
ment appealed to them to reconsider a
-decision to walk off the job Monday.

Tom Ham, chairman of the Greater
:London Council’s fire committee, ap-
.pealed to Londoners to keep calm™ -

““Thestrike seems certain to go
.ahead and we want to keep the risk to

life and property as small as possible,”
Ham sajgny, - i

Newspypers and radio stati
- out a list &f prpcautions fo
ers and emergency telepho
or use the strike.

Winds of up to 92 mph and driving
rayn caused Davoc across
~of gnta}p and the fire brigades turned

out to help people from automobiles,
buses and houses in flooded lowlands.
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