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‘6\“}3' Q!r? nd suddenly it was over. 4 Sitting for the last
£ o time behind his desk in the Oval Office, a
H«f" ~ taut smile flickering at his lips, Richard
« & ~.  Milhous Nixon, 61, looked wanly into the

R TR o
4 “13' & television cameras and brought the long or-

deal of Watergate to its end. 9 He resigned
#& & his ruined Presidency in disgrace—the first

S _man ever driven from the office in the 198
ot years of the American Republic—and passed
A, " the mantle to his hand-chosen succes-

sor, Gerald Ford. € The transfer of power
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By William Safire

WASHINGTON. ‘‘We've known that something

71

terrible was goi
Julie Nixon Eisenhower told a friend a few hours
before her father's resignation, exactly one week
after the President had revealed incriminating evi-
dence to his closest aides,

On incrimination Day—Aug. 1—the White House
bunker began its final weeks of siege. The first
aides to hear the crushing tapes reported bleakly,

“It’s not ‘more of the same,”” and others immedi-
ately said, “Throw in the towel.” Although some

of his attorneys had accepted the need for resig-
nation since the Supreme Court decision, the Presi-

dent, strongly supported by his family, resisted.

SN 1) . S

those last months inside the bunker? It may be in-

structive to examine how people on the inside
reacted to the bursts of f efections, the shell-
ings of criticism, the impacts of C acigians, the
rumbling sounds of the erosion of foffndatiqns, lead-

“and the final days o

ing up to the Big Bomb—
Sident that he had been holdj
ichard Nixon's Presidency.
“Last days in the bunker” may be a cruel head-

line for this article, recalling as it does the last days

»f Hitler and his_henchmen in the rubble of Berlin.
—_ . T — .

a4 minute to think.” Then he
looked up at me and his eyes
came back into focus; old
colleague or not, I now worked
for The New York Times, so
Ziegler picked up the dead
telephone and yelled, “Jerry
—tell the truth!”
And then the roof of the
White House bunker fell in as
- the guns of August found the
range. the Pregj
confessed his guilt and threw
“himself on the mercy of the
Congress, the White House

mood of grim optimism and
| 8 PREH R IO R _

£

With the
conféssion, the
black humor
turned funereal:
Nixon'’s statement
fluttered like a

white flag

over the bunker.
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